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High school’
football goes
beyond the
holy lines

MEALLEN — Football season
1|h:rl]|y kicks off wonight with a full
schedule of games sround the Rio
Girinde Valley,

\ﬂmng men in gladiator-type
uniforms, the sounds of cracking
hclmm the pageantry of high
nhml marching bands and the
wiiderful taste of concession stand
Fmd will all be in place to create
what is special
in Texas on
Friday night

It's almost
perfect.
Almost, that is.

‘This year,a
group of
federal judges
from New

TECLO J. Orleans has
GARCIA decided that

COMMENTARY Tretee:
iR

student-led
prayer over the

public address sysiem has no place
al foothall games. They ruled that
prnyer iy be given al serious,
more solernn events such as
grisduiations, but that prayer at a
foosball game was inappropriate.
Huh?

What's more serious in Texas
than high school foothall?

Stadiums are fike palaces.
Conches ore our highest paid
“educators” Star players are treated
like ro Many games are

\evised, something unheard of in
other states, School foothall
busdets e enormous and good
Kets 10 0 Friday night game are
.njmw s good as gold,

Sometimes, an entire town's
unnllmm are tied to the succans of
‘hilure of its football team. Just ask
Solks In small towns like Refuglo,

enville or even La Joyi. .

g:— Sih 1.5, Court of Appeals in
Hew Orleans ruled that a football
‘gl was not a solemn event
‘whete student-led prayer might be
wedegmed, But shouldn't the
cammunity decide that and not a
woup several hundred miles away?
Af the teams and everyone in the
wngimunity is fine with prayer a1

heik home games, why shouldn't it
e said?

Buj the judges’ ruling doesn’t
1seam to be centered on whether
‘anyonc would be offended by
“Christian praycr because apparcntly
it’s fine 1o do'it af a more somber

it such as Eﬁduslilm What

How Bazaar: Above, shoppers mill about al the Bargain Bazaar Sunday in McAlien while below, Horacio Lopez. a vendor at the

Bargain Bazaar, begins the process of changing the mold of a

person's hand into a personal hand sculpture, Loper's handiwork |

is one of a multitude of items, ranging from shoes to crafts, that can be found 81 varioas bazaars in the Rio Grande Valiey.

Bazaars provide break from mainstream shopping

By JULIA DL NAVA

MEALLEN — As high-profile
national chains contnue 1o target
MeAllen with new stores and high-
ticket ltems, some local businessmen
believe they have an ahemative
bazaars,

They are an age-old idea, but
proving 10 be popular in modem-day
MeAlien,

Not 10 be conflused with their ™
autdoor cousin - the Nea market
the indoor bazaars are sort of an
upscale version of that, with such
exiras us air conditioning. good
parking and controlled atmasphene

Scveral have popped up in
Hidalgo County over the last several’
years, In McAllen, moee than 3,000
shoppers crowd one haraar cach
weekend, and that is good for
business, merchants s3id

Kendall Hill of Donna has been
renting space at the Rargain Bazasr
an the north side of Nolana Loop
and 23rd Street for the bast two
years, selling herbs and vitamins.

Her $1,000 monhly profits show

that u facility like this is & perfect
phace to stan 2 busincss.

“A buzaar like this provides a
much low-over head, lots of walk-by
traffic, and you can meet and atirxt
new cusiomers.” Hill said. “I'sa
et place 10 stant 2 business.

And many Rio Grande Valley
residents have. They lease space
from the bazaars and sell their wares
from that space along with many
other merchants., Shoppers can find
everything from clothes, jeweiny,
furnitire and even food at the
Bargarm and Bicentennial bazaars in
MeAllen and the Ed ﬂharg Barawr
on South Busines:

Buck Pogers, owner ohbe
Rargain Haras, ssid the facilities
are beneficial for both the merchants
and the shoppers.

~For thase who have a regular job
during the week, this gives them
additional income by working on the
weekends,”™ Rogers said_ ~People
ke 30 shop her because of the wide
wariety of items on sale ™

See BAZAAR page 8C

o RETAIL
Ticketmaster
likes quality

of job-seekers

By STEVE CANNON
The Mt

PHARR — Of
mavter Group |

s from Ticker
said ”Il\f\\ll\

per
Valley based an the quality ol
applicants they saw in the area
s vear, Ticketmaster, the

newspaper ads
job applicants
mine whether L set up & local

During a ceremony a1 the Hulr
mic Development  Corp
1 Delaney, the company s ex

ve vice president for call centens,
said local applicants shawed sirng

= nd Pl‘arr

e try to gauge the

es of peaple during those
interviews and this market sconsd
well

Ticketmaster was  especsilly
attracted by the Spanish-speaking
ahility of many job applicants
e have numerous clients who
Spanish-language services.”
said. “We could coneeiv-
i2¢ s services here

of the next,
. Delaney said

fare

\|1|' i
tioms can apply ar loeal Tewas
Workforce  Commisson
peaple seeking

ervive represeni
1 Sept. 28 job fair to be b
at Phart International Com ention
Center

Starting sal anthe call ce
will e $6.50 per hour

Deélaney said the united effores of
Pharr and McAlen, who will pay
Ticketmaster SE00.000 aver twa

apply

faney s
any ciher case that
invehed in where

aster, wgether with

call center 10 be
ncinnati-based Coner-
gys Corp.. will belp drive econamic
growth in their ity

| hope {it) will Be sue
e e £ AT
for jobe" s
o swor Ricardo Meding
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