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Sometime between ihen
and now the district ook
concrete action (o signify
the decision, removing a
large metal arch that promi-
nently displayed the con-
federate general’s name.
‘What name may one day
replace that arch is anyone’s
guess, and theres no short-
age of possibilities.
Nominations  received
by The Monitor through
an open records request
detail 836 submissions be-
tween Aug. 12 and Sept. 12,
ja number that drops to 828
when you exclude a hand(ul
of submissions from indi-
iduals who didn't take the
process seriously and sug-
Jzested siurs, jokes or Adolf

tion of Américo Paredes, no
other South Texas thinker
has had a greater impact on
the world, and indeed on
our community, than Gloria
Anzaldia.

The unfortunate thing is
that mest local folks don't
know about Anzaldia. But
the world does, and 1 think
at least one school in Edin-
burg should be named after
her”

Miranda Garza, a relative
of Anzaldiia, fondly remem-
bers her tia’s visits to the Val-
ley growing up. She remem-
Ders going for evening walks
together with her aunt and
hearing Anzaldiia tell stories
that would later be (urned
into children’s books.

Garza says Anzaldiia at-
tended Edinburg schools
and later the University of

every day,” David Garcia of
Edinburg included in his
entry.

Huerta’s sister, Yvonne
Huerta, said shed heard

ople were planning on
submitting her brother’s
name and was proud they
had.

“To have an elementary
named after him would be
a great honor for our fam-
ily and for my little brother,
and it would keep his mem-
ory alive,” she said.

Huerta says her brother
attended school in  the
district before becoming
a Purple Hearl recipient
while serving with the U.S
Marines. She  described
her brother as caring and
personable, sometimes pa-
ients would even wait for
him to come on duty 1o be

by

Hitler for the
inamesake.

I'he submissions over-
whelmingly seek (o com-
imemorate people, mostly
educators, politicians, law
enforcement officers, sol-
diers, community leaders
and civil rights icons. Al-
though some submissions

It iduals as
far away as Baltimore and
New York, the majority were
submitied from Valley resi-
idents who attached their
names, addresses, emails
and thoughts behind the
submission.

It’'s not clear exactly how
those submissions will be
used or what exactly the
renaming process will look
like.

A request to interview in-

i ! Gil

Texas-Pan American (now
UTRGY), belore Leach-
ing at PSIA for a time, and
says that Anzaldia’s deep
connection with the Valley
was a constant through
her career.

“She loved the Valley,
she never forgot about the
Valley,” Garza said. “That's
all she would write about
everywhere she would go.
Even in her talks she always
talked about the border-
lands, the Rio Grande, about
Mexico and the United
States here.”

Garza said she was
proud and honored that
so many people submitted
Anzaldias names, saying
that she thought the honor

was overdue,
“I feel that she hasn't got-
ten the ition that she

terim. Sup
bert Garza Jr. about those
iquestions, in addition to the
inumber of submissions the
district received since Sept.
12, was declined.

“The district established
a nomination process that
is still ongoing, and ad-
ministration and Board of
Trustees have not officially

deserves,” she said. “I know
UTRGV has been recogniz-
ing her on a yearly basis,
they have the Retonillo and
some other events in her
name, but the Edinburg
school district, 1 feel that
they've never really honored
her in any way even though
she went there.”

a statement from the district
reads. “Therefore, the inter-
im superintendent chooses
not to comment until the
nomination process is com
pleted as to not interfere
with the oulcome.”

School board President
Oscar Salinas did not re-
ispond to a request for com-
meni as of press time.

The district may not be
Igiving the public much in-

formation on the renaming
[process, but those hundreds
of submissions indicate that
the public certainly wanis
to give the district their
thoughts on the matter.

Tour names topped the
list of sug-
gestions  for
the  school’s
iname: Gloria
k. Anzaldiia,
Telipe Huerta
Jr., Tim Smith
land Robert E.
|Lee himself.

Promi-
nent Chicana
scholar — and
feminist Glo-
ria E. Anza-
ldiia received
the most sub-
missions  of
jany candidate
by far in that
imonthlong
period — 217,
laccounting 7
for over a
quarter of the
suggestions. .

AValley na-  Smith
tive, Anzaldiia
was born in Harlingen and
raised in Hargill.

She’s known nationally for
authoring “Borderlands/La
Frontera: The New Mestiza,"
lalong with her other poetry,
writing and scholarship.

Anzaldia died in 2004.

“Few public intellectu-
als anywhere have had (he
kind of global influence
las Anzaldiia,” Museum of
South Texas History CEO
Francisco Guajardo wrote
in his submission. “When
| presented at the Gloria
Anzaldiia International
Conference at the Universi-
ity of Paris in 2019, | came to
appreciate the intellectual
prowess of this person who
grew up in Hargill, gradu-
aied from Edinburg High
School, and who was a clas-
sic product of South Texas.
(With the possible excep-

name may
have gotten the most sub-
missions, but it didn' re-
ceive a majority and the
name with the second-most
amount of submissions in-
dicates that theres some
opposition 1o changing the
school’s name at all.

Keeping Robert E. Lee as
the namesake of the school
received 63 submissions,
many of those eniries cit-
ing resisting liberal activ-
ism or preserving history
as the motivation for their
support.

Cynthia Gonzalez, an Ed-
inburg resident, submitted
Lees name in the interest
of preserving history, both
large and small scale.

“Its the original name
to this school, it makes no
sense in changing its name
because of past history,” she
wrote. “History is and will
be in the past, it does not
make up our future. People
need to understand a schoel
name does not define who
you are or what political
view you have on others,
‘This was the same school |
attended all of my elemen-
tary years it holds a special
place inmy heart.”

Others argued that Lee's
personal characteristics as
a military man earned him
the honor.

“Belore he was the Gener-
4l in the confederate army,
he served with dignity and
honor for the USA in count-
less battles including the
Spanish American War,” Ru-
ben E. Saenz Jr. of Edinburg
wrole.

Other entries supported
public servants from the
Valley who died tragically,
among them Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
Trooper Moises Sanchez
and Mcallen police officer
Ismael “Smiley” Chavez.

Felipe Huerta |r., a Marine
and EMS provider who died
in a car crash on the job in
2018, received the thind-
most submissions with 44
entries in [avor of his name.

Almost all of those entries
had the same text, describ-
ing Huertas military ser-
vice and the impact of his
death on the community,
although they were submit-
ted by different people.

Some of them were more
personal

“He was a coworker a best
friend and someone | miss

Y

“My little brother was
one of a kind," she said. “He
could literally walk into a
room of strangers and come
out invited to a wedding,
or invited to go fishing. He
would just get along with
anybody and everybody. He
didn' care about your sacial
status, he didn't care about
anything like that.”

Many of the remain-
ing eniries argue in favor
of naming the school after
educators from the district,
among them Susan Smith,
Audrey Chapman  and
Homero Cano.

Entries also supported
slightly less traditional edu-
cators,  includi KRGV
Chief Meteorologist Tim
Smith.

Smith was the only liv-
ing candidate 1o break the
top four and received the
most submissions for any
living candidate by far with
42 submissions arguing the
name of the school should
henor him.

He's lived in the Valley
since 1981 and his wile is
an assistant principal at
South Middle School in
Edinburg,

Most of those entries cit-
ed Smith's status as a fixture
on Valley television for de-
cades as a reason he should
be honored, along with his
work  educating children
through science [ s
and his charily work with
Tim’s Coats, which has pro-
vided more than 100,000
coats to Valley individuals
in need over the last three
decades.

More recently, Smith be-
came something of an in-
ternet sensation over the
summer when he presented
an impromptu cartography
lesson during a newscast on
Hurricane Hanna.

“Tim Smith is very ac-
tive in his community. He
visits with thousands of
school children and has
been teaching residents of
the RGV about the weather.
He has been doing so for the
past 35 years and deserves
recognition,” Juan Segura of
Edinburg wrote in his sub-
mission. “He hosted “kids
you should know" (o spot-
light gifted children in the
rgv. He brings thousands
of coats to the needy with
Tim’s Coats. He serves on
a bunch of beards to help
the community and teach
science. He deserves lo be
recognized for his actions
and is a better name than a
confederate general "

Smith says he was hum-
bled by his name even com-
ing up in the discussion.

“1 am deeply honored o
have my name mentioned
in the same breath as some
of our communitys pillars
of education, military he-
roes and community lead-
ers,” he wrote in an email.
“KRGV has always been an
advocate for education and
supported my efforls to
share my passion for learn-
ing with school children.
Often children need an
‘aha!’ moment, when some
aspect of science makes a
connection with them and
it encourages them to learn
more.”

Nominations for the new
name were siill being ac-
cepted as of Saturday and
can be submitted at https://
www.ecisd.us/apps/pages/
facility_name_nominations.

muwilson
@themonitorcom

Eric Gay | The Associated Press|

George Floyd's funeral procession arrves at Houston Memorial Gardens cemetery on June 9 in

Pearland, Texas.

Documents show large police
presence at George Floyd burial

BY JUAN A, LOZANO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

HOUSTON — Authori-
ties deployed hundreds of
law enforcement person-
nel, including six sniper
teams and Border Patrol
agents, during George
Floyd's June burial in
suburban Houston, due
in part to online rumors
of possible protests and

families with children,
peacefully lined the
street leading to the cem-
etery, setting up tents and
chairs and waiting for
hours in stifling 93-de-
gree heat and humidity
on June 9 for the arrival
of his casket. The most
dangerous thing during
the burial ended up be-
ing the weather; eight
people were hospitalized

burial was patrolled, call-|
ing it an unjustified an
massive militarized po-|
lice response.

“Just a comprehensive|
and deeply problematic|
example of a dispropor-|
tionate policing response
that deployed the poten-|
tial for the violent use of
force 1o an event where|
George Floyd’s famil
and the community were|

riots, to docu-
menis obiained by the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Texas.

Authorities  prepared
for the possibility of *

lent protesting” and van-
dalism at the Pearland
police department and
municipal court building,
which were near the cem-
etery, according o the
documents first exposed
by VICE News.

Hoyd’s  entombment
in a mausoleum took
place without any ma-
jor incidents. Hundreds
of mourners, including

for h lated illnes:

Pearland Police Chief
Johnny Spires defended
the large law enforce-
ment presence.

“Our job was to do all
we could to ensure Mr.
Floyd was entombed in
peace and his family, the
attendees, and our resi-
dents were safe. We had
a responsibility 1o pro-
tect people and property
that day,” Spires said in
a letter posted Friday on
Facebook.

The ACLU of Texas and
a Houslon-area activist
were critical of how the

the tragic loss|
of life at the hands of po-|
lice officers,” said Shaw
Drake, pol unsel of
the ACLU of Texas Borde
Righs Center.

Ashton  Woods, the|
lead organizer with Blac]
Lives Matter Houston,|
said the police response|
could have put mourners
in danger.

“No one was looking to)
take away attention from|
the funeral of Georgel
Floyd,” Woods said. “I feell
like we never get room
and space to breathe and)|
grieve.”

Now more than ever, staying connected
counts. As your local newspaper, we are
committed to helping bridge the gaps
created by the COVID-19 pandemic. From
neighborhood business re-openings and
local news to virtual events and ongoing
support services, check in with us daily to
stay connected to your community.

Let’s be here for each other.
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